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tǊƻƧŜŎǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

Project Overview 

 

1.  Project title: Bert Crane Solar Facility 

   

2.  Lead agency name and 

address:  

City of Atwater 

750 Bellevue Road  

Atwater, CA 95301 

   

3.  Contact person and phone 

number:  

Greg Thompson 

City of Atwater 

750 Bellevue Rd 

Atwater, Ca 95301 

(209) 357-6370 

   

4.  Project location:  The project site is located southeast of the City of Atwater 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) facility at 6205 S 

Bert Crane Road, Atwater, CA 95301 (APN: 056-200-021 

and 056-200-026). A portion of the project site is on a non-

contiguous portion of property that is owned by the City 

of Atwater and is located within city limits approximately 

five miles southeast of the nearest city boundary and 

approximately 1.5 miles south of State Route 140 (Figure 

1, Regional Location). A small portion of the site (APN 056-

200-021) is owned by the City of Atwater but is outside 

City limits (Figure 2, Project Location and Figure 3, 

!ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ aŀǇ). 

   

5.  tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

address: 

Engie  

500 12th Street, Ste 300 

Oakland, CA 94607 

(415) 685-0432 

Robert Kroner, Project Manager 
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6.  General Plan designation:  Unclassified ς The project site is located on an isolated 

island of the City of Atwater. The subject parcels are 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ άǳƴŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 

General Plan land use designation assigned to the 

property. The property is planned Agricultural in the 

County of Merced General Plan.  

   

7.  Zoning:  Unclassified ς The project site is located on an isolated 

island of the City of Atwater. The subject parcels are 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ άǳƴŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ identified 

zoning classification assigned to the property.  A portion 

of the site is within the county of Merced and does not 

have a designated zone district (per County GIS map).  

   

8.  Description of project: The project proposes the construction of two single-axis 

tracking solar photovoltaic ground-mount systems 

proposed by Engie (i.e., Bert Crane Solar Facility) to be 

located on the existing WWTP facility (Figure 2, Project 

Location). These systems will be comprised of one 1.860 

MW Net Energy Metering (NEM) solar array and one 1.728 

MW Renewable Energy Bill-Credit Transfer (RES-BCT) 

ŀǊǊŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ b9a {ƻƭŀǊ ŀǊǊŀȅΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

occupy 7.27 acres of land whereas the RES-BCT solar array 

will occupy 6.27 acres of the property (Figures 4a and 4b, 

Solar Facility Layout). The NEM solar system will offset 

energy consumption and electrical bills at the City of 

Atwater WWTP. The RES-BCT solar array will be directly 

connected to the Pacific Gas and Electric grid where the 

/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ǘǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

have their bills and energy consumption be virtually offset 

by the energy produced from this array. Neither arrays will 

modify the way in which stormwater flows into or away 

from the property. The solar modules will also be raised to 

a height of three (3) feet out of the deepest expected 

standing water depth for a typical-100-year storm (Figures 

5a and 5b, System Elevations). Figure 6 shows a previously 

installed system that is similar to the proposed Bert Crane 

Solar Facility.  
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9.  Surrounding land uses and 

setting: 

The project site is located on a portion of the Bert Crane 

WWTP facility site and is surrounded by agricultural uses 

(Figure 7 Project Vicinity). The project site overlies two 

City-owned parcels (APN: 056-200-021 and 056-200-026). 

According to the Merced County General Plan, the project 

site is bounded by unincorporated land designated for 

Agricultural (A) land uses and zoned General Agricultural 

(A-1) to the north, east, and south. Bert Crane Road and 

more land designed/zoned A/A-1 to the west. The project 

site has been historically used by the City for public 

facilities (i.e., landfill, sludge disposal) since the 1950s. 

Currently, the project site includes the Bert Crane WWTP 

facility, a solar facility, and radio-controlled aircraft airport 

(Figure 8, Site Plan and Figure 9, Aerial Photograph).   

   

10.  Other public agencies 

whose approval is required: 

Regional Water Quality Control Board, City of Atwater, 

County of Merced. 

   

11.  Have California Native 

American tribes traditionally 

and culturally affiliated with 

the project area requested 

consultation pursuant to 

Public Resources Code (PRC) 

Section 21080.3.1? If so, has 

consultation begun? 

The State requires lead agencies to consider the potential 

effects of proposed projects and consult with California 

Native American tribes during the local planning process 

for the purpose of protecting Traditional Tribal Cultural 

Resources through the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Guidelines. Pursuant to PRC Section 21080.3.1, 

the lead agency shall begin consultation with the 

California Native American tribe that is traditionally and 

culturally affiliated with the geographical area of the 

proposed project. Such significant cultural resources are 

either sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred 

places, and objects with cultural value to a tribe which is 

either on or eligible for inclusion in the California Historic 

Register or local historic register, or, the lead agency, at its 

discretion, and support by substantial evidence, choose to 

treat the resources as a Tribal Cultural Resources (PRC 

Section 21074(a)(1-2)). According to the most recent 

census data, California is home to 109 currently 

recognized Indian tribes. Tribes in California currently 

have nearly 100 separate reservations or Rancherias. 
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Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows 

tribal governments, lead agencies, and project 

proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, 

identify and address potential adverse impacts to tribal 

cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and 

conflict in the environmental review process. (See PRC 

Section 21083.3.2.) Information may also be available 

from the California Native American Heritage 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ {ŀŎǊŜŘ [ŀƴŘǎ CƛƭŜ ǇŜǊ tw/ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ рлфтΦфс 

and the California Historical Resources Information 

System administered by the California Office of Historic 

Preservation. Please also note that PRC Section 21082.3(c) 

contains provisions specific to confidentiality. 

 

Currently, no Tribes have requested to be notified 

pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52). However, notices 

were sent on August 17, 2020 to three tribes within the 

region that were identified in previous studies (North 

Valley Yokuts Tribe, Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation and 

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band). No responses have been 

received to date; however, consultation is still ongoing 

and ends on September 15, 2020. 
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Figure 1. Regional Location Map. 
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Figure 2. Project Location 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Atwater  Bert Crane Solar Facility 
September 2020                                           Initial Study/Proposed Negative Declaration | 9 

Figure 3Φ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ aŀǇ 

 

 Not to Scale 
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Figures 4a and 4b. Facility Layout 
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Figures 5a and 5b. System Elevations/Sections  

 

Source: Engie Services, 2020 
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Source: Engie Services, 2020 
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Figure 6. Previously Installed System Photos for Reference Only 

Source: Engie Services, 2020 

Please note: This system is not located in Atwater.  
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Figure 7. Project Vicinity Map  

 

 












